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Abstract: 

NOVELTY - Method for making poly(ethylene terephthalate)/poly(ethylene isophthalate) copolyester 
containing at least 8% isophthalic units comprises a step of crystallization by contacting with a liquid medium 
which is not a solvent for the polymer or by successive treatment in two crystallizers. 

USE - In making polyethylene terephthalate)/poly(ethylene isophthalate) copolyesters for use in textiles and 
thermally formed materials such as bottles. 

ADVANTAGE - Granules do not stick together during steps of crystallisation and post-condensation in solid 
phase; and they have increased viscosity index. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - Method for making polyethylene terephthalate)/poly(ethylene isophthalate) 
copolyester containing at least 8% isophthalic units comprises the following steps: 

(a) esterification or transesterification with ethylene glycol of mixture containing terephthalic acid or methyl 
terephthalate and at least 8 wt.% isophthalic acid or methyl isophthalate; 



(b) polymerizing esterified product in molten phase; 



(c) solidification and granulation; 



(d) crystallization by contacting with a liquid medium which is not a solvent for the polymer or by successive 
treatment in two crystallizers, the first comprising means for heating granules and a means for imposing on 
said granules a uniform retention time inside and the second comprising means for producing a bed of 
granules fluidized by hot gas stream; and 



(e) solid post-condensation of crystallized granules. 
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